
 
 
1) Get your BMP’s installed early and                  
maintain them: The BMP’s on your     
jobsite (i.e. silt fence, wattles, catch basin 
inserts and construction entrances) are the 
first line of defense against sediment transport 
and erosion control. Properly installed & 
maintained BMP’s can maximize project effi-
ciency; by using a proactive approach, you 
can avoid repairing BMP’s at an inopportune 
time, potentially slowing the project.  
 
2) Minimize Track Out: Tracking dirt and 
mud off the jobsite is one of the most com-
mon types of construction site Stormwater 
pollution. Dirt and mud tracked onto public 
streets/roads can quickly wash downstream 
and clog facilities, leading to increased 
maintenance costs and may cause flooding. 
Many public facilities (including ditches) lead 
to surface water. If suspended sediment is 
discharged to Waters of The State either di-
rectly from your construction site, or from 
your project through public facilities, the 
Dept. of Ecology must be notified. Sediment 
tracked onto the roadway should be cleaned 
using dry sweeping methods, at the end of the 
day or more frequently as necessary. Mini-
mize track out by installing, using, and main-
taining an adequate construction entrance.  
  
3) Properly Dispose of Pollutants: Construc-
tion waste materials should be removed from 
the site as soon as possible to prevent expos-
ing pollutants to Stormwater. Keeping trash 
receptacle lids closed prevents rain from accu-
mulating inside and potentially leaking pollu-
tants from the dumpster. 
 
4) Use Care When Transferring Fluids: 
Construction sites may have vehicle fluids 
present i.e. oils, fuels and antifreeze. These 
materials and their containers should be kept 
out the rain. Care should be taken when trans-
ferring these potential pollutants.  
 
5) Clean Up Spills Using Dry Cleanup 
Methods: Another common way to contami-
nate stormwater is through improper cleanup 
of spills, or not cleaning up a small spill at all. 
When it rains, these pollutants can be picked 
up and migrate to a storm facility, ground 
water or a stream. Use dry absorbents and 
sweeping methods to clean up spills. Never 
hose down a spill, especially into a storm 
drain. 

 
 

 
 
6) Manage Concrete Washout: Concrete        
washout from transport vehicles and tool 
washing can pollute a jobsite if not confined 
and managed. Designate approved washout 
areas and communicate these areas with the 
people who will use them. Use washout pans, 
construct lined washout basins or other ap-
proved BMP’s to manage concrete washout. If 
the BMP fails or becomes full, take action to 
remedy the facility. The Dept. of Ecology must 
be notified of any concrete washout that reach-
es surface waters or a jurisdiction’s MS4. 
 
7) Phase the grading on the project: Ask 
yourself; Do I really need to remove all the 
vegetation from this site all at once? Most of 
the time the answer is no. Projects that have 
been disturbed over the entire site can become 
hard to manage erosion when it rains, or the 
wind blows in dry weather. 

 
8) Tread Lightly on LID: Low impact devel-
opment (LID) techniques are designed to slow 
stormwater runoff. Reducing runoff  minimiz-
es the amount of water that flows into streams 
while recharging groundwater. Examples of 
LID facilities could include rain gardens, 
swales, ponds and facilities that capture storm-
water and allow it to infiltrate, while having an 
aesthetic appeal. Equipment, and in some cases 
foot traffic should be kept off these facilities to 
maximize their infiltration function at the end 
of the project. If not, the facility may not func-
tion as designed, which could cause flooding  
and potentially discharge to the jurisdiction’s 
MS4. 

 

Tips for Contractors to Help Keep Stormwater as 

Clean as Possible 

Interested in learning 

more? Try these helpful  

contacts: 

Waste Disposal & Spill 

Cleanup: 

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/
hwtr/index.html. 
  

Stormwater info: 

General stormwater info and 

links to the Department of 

Ecology’s website, the Storm-

water Management Manual 

for Eastern WA (BMP’s) and 

the Construction Stormwater 

General Permit may be found 

at Walla Walla County’s 

stormwater website: 

http:wwcountyroads.com 

Stormwater Pollution Preven-

tion Plan (SWPPP) Template: 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Asset-
Collections/Doc-Assets/Water-
quality/Water-Quality-Permits/
Stormwater-General-Permits/
Construction-Stormwater-
General-Permit/NEW-SWPPP  

Properly installed high vis-

ibility silt fence. 
 

Dumpster with open lid and other 

potential pollutants near a storm 

drain. Rain can accumulate inside 

the dumpster and potentially leak. 

Exposed pollutants can be collected 

and discharged to the nearby storm 

system. 

Need to report a        

problem?  Report illicit 

discharges to creeks or 

storm drains by calling:                   

(509) 524-2710 
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